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x r{ ‘byx on Sul.llv-.m L B

FROM‘_;_E?QFLKOP}QE-_-..___N.._ - . DATE 8/8/79

SUBJECT Chemical discharyge from cps (.lu.m::.«..al Co.

Date of Inspection:  August 3, 1979
Persons Intcrvigwéd: Jack Rowe = CPS Chemical RS

Ms. Kozlakowski - Complainant
Mrs. Ierenci - Complainant

' Observations:

Late Friday morning, August 3, 1979, Carl Ochs arrived in the
office with various plants which had been burned and a lamp shade
which had a brownish-black greasy substance deposited on it. Carl
stated that the complainants had felt the substance had come from
International Silver, which is located in the vicinity of their hunmes.
He felt that the substance probably did not originate from International
Silver, but more llkely it originated from cithrr CPS Choemical or
Madison Industrics

I then coincidentally received a call from Ray Olsen of Inter-
national Silver to report that he was having clectrical problems on
the fuel supply to the after burner on one of his incineravor systcms.
I askeddt Mr. Olsen if he had a malfunction or explosion in any of his
incinerators on Wednesday night or if any of his employees recall
hearing an explosion at the time. Mr. Olsen slated Lhat he had not
had any incidents at that time but he would inquire Lo sce if any of
his employees. had heard an explosion.

ALLer gpeaking wilh Mr. Oloen 1o calbled dack Roewe ab €Ly Chemdeal,
Mr. Row: stated that they had an-accidental discharge at approximately
10:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 1, 1979. This occurzred through a
rupture disc located on a reaction vessel. Tlhis vesscl was in the
last stup in a distillation process, and should have boeen operialing
bt aktmogpieric pressure. Mr. Rowe stated that the cause of the
discharye was either that the vent to atmospherc was plugged and too
much pressure developed which caused the vupture dise to venbk or a
exothermic reaction had dueveleopoed amd preossure was createrd too fast
fer the atmospheric vent to reliceve the pressure amd the rupture disc
blew in order to relieve the sudden precosurce. Mr. Rowe said that at
this time they were investigating the incident in order to prevent any
future discharges and that when they €inished their anCSLanLlCN he
would send a copy of thc report to this inspoector.

The chemlcals in solution were, accordlng to Mr., Rowae, a 50:50
methanol and water solution, which made up approximotely 90% of the
material 'in the recaction vesscel, the romaining l0x was made up of
dimethyl adipate which is the dimethyl cstcx of adpic acid. (See
Merck Index page 22-5151 for uses.)

I then discussed the accumulaticn of tne substance on the homes
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. A : - oL
}“in khe nearby arca. I informed Mc. Rowe that as g result of the

" g )

‘discharge there was some crop damage to the gardens at the above

‘referenced homes, also that Ehere had been cars' at the homes which

had their paint damagod. Mr. Rowe slated that some of his ewployees
velhieles had the paint pPit because of Ethe discharge and that the
company's insurance was covering that damage. Mr. Rowe then stated
that the insurance company would most likely take care of the damages.

Mr. ‘Rowe and I then proceeded to attempt to trace the direction .
of the mist which was discharged. We traced it in a direction which

dense foliage in the area. There were traces of some recent damage
to the trees in this area, as the leaves’ were burnt,with occasional
green sections on these leaves.

Mr. Rowe and I then returned to the affice and Mr. Rowe stated
that I 'should contact the complainants and inform them that either
CPS's insurance company would take care of the damages or the company
itself would, if nccessary. Mr. Rowe slated that the complainants
should contact himself or Mr. Jesse Zazik who is the company controller
and they will arrange for the insurance People to stop Ly and arrange
for the. settloment ol the damages.
On Wednesday, August 8, 1979, this writer contacted Ms. Kozlakowski,
daughter of the complainant. 1 told Ms. Kozlakowski of the arrangement
with CPS Chemicals and that if they felt they needed this writer present
at the meeting to contact me and I would attempt to be present. Ms..
Kozlakowski inguired as to the edibility of the veqetables which had
been in centact with the aforementioncd chemicals. I rolg Ms. Kozlakowski
that I was not completely qualified to answer that question but I had '
found that this cheniical is used as a food additive. I also added
that if this episode had occurred in my.garden T would -probably not cat
the vegetables mysoif. : '

I also spoke with Mrs. Ferenci and told her of my results with the
company. I also told Mrs. Ferenci thdt if she had any questions or if
she desired my presence at the meeting with the. company, to call me
and i would attempt to be present.

Conclusions:

From speaking with Mr. Rowe it was determined that CPS Chemicals
had an accidental discharge which was most likely the cause of the
substance which was deposited on the rerenci'y and Rozlakowski's
Property. CPS Chemicals ig willing to take the steps necessary to
rectify any damages causecd by the discharye. A .

Recommendations:
Follow up to verify that steps have been taken by CPS Chemicals to
remedy any impositions caused by the emissions from the ruptured disc.

\

Ll o TOLAA ,
o : Bygone A, Jlellor -
EAK:deb : Sr. Lavironmental Swecialist
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- §tatt of New lz:ng o
DEPARTMENT OoF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION o
DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY -
' JOHN PITCH PLAZA. P, O. BOX 2807, TRENTON. N, J. 00625 .
"':-. ey, '
- ORDER
Madison Industnes, Inc. o " Re: N.JA.C. 7:2r- 2.3(a) SN f',:gg_’
Frank H. Halloway, Registe:ed Agent Plant Identification No.___15153 - *
Old Water Works Road v Violation Occured on Premlses - oot
P. 0. Box 175 -, ¢ Known As:
Old Bridge, New Jorsey 08357 . Old Water Works Road, Lot 11, Bloc!

6303, Bast Brunswick Township,
Middlesex County, New Jersey

/

.

WHEREAS, the State Department of Environmental Protection has determined by lnveatigauon(s) or mspectlon(s) made
~ ! pursyant to the Provisions of the New Jersey Air Pollution Controf Act that on Mag 221979

you did violate Title 7, Chapter 27, Subchapter__2___, Section 2 _1 {a) of
v & , the New. Jersey Administrative Code. '

S

-?t@. *The investigation(s) discioses open bu:ning of refuse including zinc powder on the
Rl premises identified above. : T

L 4 ’ ;.
' . . . t‘
P :. NOW, THEREFORE, YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED, 10 cease violation of said Subchapter on the premises owned, leased
. Operated or maintained by you on or befora—-—-IuJ-l:_ZA,_].a.ls_ .
. , : e
Yo X

Dated:___ July 9, 1979

. i ,
A ©2. Local District  page proncis Township  Bureau of Air Pollution CQnt:ol
v Fieid Office Central

rdu st cEHTlFIED MAIL B : L P ‘f - _ ‘ . ) C . ».'v.:. ;
e et TR B &

;u -VAPROO1 ) » . _ | . ! 9T
Jul. 78 ' T

\
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Ta . ‘ ' ('{ State ) New Jersey

MEMORANDUM I Department of Environmental Protection
TO: ' Subchapter 5.1 file
PROM: Anthony Mcuahon B DATE: Novembérwzz, 1977

Vince Krisak o

SUBJECT: - - Madison Industries <~ 0l1d Water Works Rd., 0ld Bridge

Date of Inspection: November 18, 1977‘~ ‘
Jersons Interviewed: Mr. Sisco - Vice. President of CPS Chemical
N

. Mr. Rowe - Supervisor of CPS Chemical
Mr. Hy Bzura = Consultant of Madison Industries

Qbservations:

, On the evening of November 17, 1977 and morning of November 18, 1977, "
calls were received on the Hot Line from Mr. Ciszek, night shift supervisor :
- of CPS Chemical, repcrting an acid odor and Particulate fumigation which
- I:s causing CPS night shift employees to complain and threaten to stop work-"

g‘o - ‘ .

Mr. Rrisak and I arrived at CPS Chemical at about 10:30 a.m. on Nov-
ember 18, 1977. . Ciszek had left for the day but we met with Mssrs.
Sisco and Rowe. They stated that’ during the night and until 9:00 a.m.,
strong acid odors and a heavy consentration of particulate had been detec-
ted in their production area. They stated that numerous complaints from .

- night shift employees had been received and several employees had threatened
to stop work if condition did not improve. Mr. Rowe stated the source of
the parpiculate wag the.tgll stack adjacent to the new building at Madison

- <ion Permit and Certificate #31879). He reported the acid odor source
- closer to the plant entrance. . . - ..

: Mr. Rowe went on to say that CPs Chemists have taken air samples on
' previous dates when odor and dust conditions existed and results indicate

intention was not to point the finger at anyone but was concerned for the
health of his employees. Affidavits were left with Mr. Rowe who stated that
the night employees would complete. Mr. Rowe also agreed to write a cover
letter including a statement by the company, regarding the incident. R

Road and the stream crossing the property of both plants. Mr. Rowe stated ..
that the odor was the Ssame as the one his employees had been complaining -
about, although much less strong. . Further back, across the stream, Mr. Rowe
pointed out particulate accumulations which he attributed to the new scrubber :
on Madison Industries calcine operation. : . LT




“: ' r {\ r': ‘ -2- . '-‘/') ‘ )
. At approximately 11:20 &.m., we attempted to make an inspection at .
Madison Industries. We asked to see Mr. Mazur, Environmental Engineer, TS
but were told that the company Paging system was out of order and Someone - -
would be sent for him. AaAfter waiting for almost 30 minutes, we asked ta
See Mr. Holloway or Mr. Bzura. We were told that Mr. Holloway was on

vacation. . _ . .

stxructing our inspection of a suspected violation would be considered a .
violation of N.J. Air Pollution Control Act (1954). : Sy

We proceeded along the property line towards the stream. At approx-
“imately midway between the stream and 0ld Water Works Road we detected an
acid type odor. The employees Teported no odor.

We returned to the office and informed Mr. Bzura of our findings and
again requested a Plant inspection. Mp, Bzura demanded at least 24 hours
notice before a Plant inspection. Again we informed Mr. Bzura that ob-
structing our inspection would be a violation. He reported that he didn't
care what we did and that we were to get off his property immediately.

At about 2:20 p.m. we drove past Madison Industries and observed
4 steam plume emanating frqm the calcine scrubber stack. -

A violation of N.J.A.C. 26:2C-9.1 was cited.

_ A violaiton of N.J.a.C. 7:27-8.3(b) was also citéd for operating the
calcine sczubbgr without an approved certificate. } .

ity

. Conclusion: ' -
M

: N 1‘.-
R A

Odor complaints were verified but source éould not-be identified due
to company obstructing inspection. Violations were written. S

Recommendations:

Process violations. S . - e

btie R0 [

Environmental Specialist
VK:AIM:4f

Sr. Environmentil Techniciap .
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